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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, July 23rd 2023 10am
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
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“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success.” – Henry Ford
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Blessed Assurance (New National Baptist Hymnal- 249) 

 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect communion, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight.
Angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]

 Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]



Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,
Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,
Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.


CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: We gather on a day like any other day.
Many: We gather on a day unlike any other day.


One: Come, brothers and sisters in Christ, touch and feel and taste and smell the sacred in this day.
Many: For this is the day which our Creator God has made; Let us rejoice and be oh, so glad, in it!


One: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done.
Many: The Holy One remembers the covenant forever; the word it commanded, for a thousand generations.


One: Glory in your holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
	
	Many: That they might keep the Lord’s precepts and observe the laws. Praise the Lord.




Hebrew Reading: Genesis 28:10-19a 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.
11 He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the
sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head
and lay down in that place.12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set 
up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it.

13 And the LORD stood beside him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 
give to you and to your offspring;
14 and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring.

15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what 
have promised you."16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely 
the LORD is in this place--and I did not know it!"17 And he was afraid, and 
said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven."18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, 
and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a \
pillar and poured oil on the top of it.

19a He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:36-43 

13:30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"

13:36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field."

37 He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one,39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!



Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

INVOCATION 

Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
								
THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

Announcements

Offering:

Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)

Sermonic Hymn: Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior (New Baptist Hymnal- 181) 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior,
Hear my humble cry,
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Refrain:
Savior, Savior,
Hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

 Let me at a throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief;
Kneeling there in deep contrition,
Help my unbelief. [Refrain]

Trusting only in Thy merit,
Would I seek Thy face;
Heal my wounded, broken spirit,
Save me by Thy grace. [Refrain]

Thou the Spring of all my comfort,
More than life to me,
Whom have I on earth beside Thee?
Whom in heav'n but Thee? [Refrain]





MESSAGE: “The Power of Unity” Philippians 2:1-4 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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							    		                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: "Blest Be the Tie that Binds" – (Green Hymnal 393,)

Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes,
each other's burdens bear;
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.
From sorrow, toil, and pain,
and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!

WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:
Join for Coffee and Connections in the Connections Café sponsored by Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr.

MONDAY:  7/24

AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  7/25

VBS (Pets Unleashed) 9:15am
Journey Band Practice – 5:45pm
Flute Practice- 7:00pm
AA Living Sober – 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY: 7/26
VBS (Pets Unleashed) 9:15am
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 7/27
VBS (Pets Unleashed) 9:15am

AA Meeting – 7:30pm

FRIDAY: 7/28

AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 7/29




Bring a friend with you next Sunday!
Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org

LOOKING AHEAD:

Celebrating our VBS Kids and blessing of the pets. (Service being held in Fellowship Hall @ 10am













Wentz’s UCC 
Open & Affirming Statement:



We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 
You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.





[image: File:Philadelphia Pride Flag.svg - Wikipedia]

[image: ]



Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    


Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor
rev@wentzsucc.org

Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee
Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology
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