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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, September 17th, 2023, 10am
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
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God is a verb, not a noun” – R. Buckminster Fuller
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 
Opening Hymn: Blessed Assurance (New Baptist Hymnal- 249) 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long
Perfect communion, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight.
Angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]
 Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Children of God: welcome!

Many: Welcome to this place of love and grace,
One: Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance.

Many: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community.

One: God invites all of us to share in the good news:

Many: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved just as we are.
One: Because God is Love.

	
	Many: In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God.


Hebrew Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if

Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 

wrong that we did to him?” 

16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 

forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 

when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept fell down before 

him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 

not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do 

harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous

people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you. 

and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to 

them.

Gospel Reading: Acts 3:1-5
3 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4 Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them

.
Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 
Passing the Peace of Christ 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering: 
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Trust and Obey (New Baptist Hymnal Hymnal-322) Verses 1- 4
When we walk with the Lord
in the light of his word,
what a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will,
he abides with us still,
and with all who will trust and obey.

Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there's no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

 Not a burden we bear,
not a sorrow we share,
but our toil he doth richly repay;
not a grief or a loss,
not a frown or a cross,
but is blest if we trust and obey. [Refrain]
 But we never can prove
the delights of his love
until all on the altar we lay;
for the favor he shows,
for the joy he bestows,
are for them who will trust and obey. [Refrain]

Then in fellowship sweet
we will sit at his feet,
or we'll walk by his side in the way;
what he says we will do,
where he sends we will go;
never fear, only trust and obey. [Refrain]


MESSAGE: An Ugly Problem at a Beautiful Place – Acts 3:6-10
6 Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled with wonder and astonishment at what had happened to him.
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                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (Green Hymnal-96)
 O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread thro' all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease,
'tis music in the sinner's ears,
'tis life and health and peace.

To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever given
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heaven.

Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Join for Coffee and Connections in the Connections Café sponsored by Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr.
MONDAY:  9/18
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  9/19
Wentz’s Choir Practice – 5:45pm
AA Living Sober – 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY: 9/20
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 9/21
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 9/22
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 9/23
Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org

LOOKING AHEAD:
September:
9/17- Car Tour

9/21- Book and a Beverage resumes @ 1pm. Time Out Sports Bar, Skippack, Pa (New Book: Weird Church- Welcome to the Twenty-First Century)

Book and a Beverage (Evening) @ 6:30pm Wentz’s Guild Room

October: 

10/22-Family & Friends Day
Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























