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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, September 24th, 2023, 10am
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
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You are not judged by the height you have risen, but from the depth you have climbed” ~- Frederick Douglas
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 
Opening Hymn: Just a Little Talk with Jesus (New Baptist Hymnal- 339) 
I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in
And then a little light from heaven fill my soul
He bathed my heart in love and He wrote my name above
And just a little talk with Jesus makes me whole
Refrain:

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus
Let us tell Him all about our troubles
He will hear our faintest cry, He will answer by and by
And when you feel a little prayer wheel turnin'
And you will know a little fire is burnin'
Find a little talk with Jesus makes it right
Sometimes my path seems drear, without a ray of cheer, then a cloud of doubt may hide the light of day; The mist of sin may rise and hide the starry skies, But just a little talk Jesus clears the way. [Refrain]

I may have doubts and fears, my eye be filled with tears
But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night
I go to him in prayer, He knows my every care
And just a little talk with my Jesus makes it right [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One:  Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens.
Many: Your faithfulness to the skies.
One:   Your righteousness is the like the highest mountains

Many: Your justice like the great deep.
One: You, Lord, preserve both people and nature.
Many: How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!


One:  People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
Many:  Let us worship and celebrate God’s incredible love!

Hebrew Reading: Exodus 16:2-12
16 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim and came to 
the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day 
of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 The 
whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and 
ate our fill of bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.”
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. 
In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice 
as much as they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the 
Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of 
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For 
what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against 
him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
the Lord.9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites: ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ 
” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your 
God.’ ”13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the 
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of 
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance,
as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16 This is what 
the Lord has commanded: Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an 
Omer (Unit of measure for grain) per person according to the number of
persons, all providing for those in their own tents.”

Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:8-16
8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

.
Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 
Passing the Peace of Christ 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering: 
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (New Baptist Hymnal Hymnal-292) 
 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
and to take him at his word;
just to rest upon his promise,
and to know, "Thus saith the Lord."

Refrain:
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him!
How I've proved him o'er and o'er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust him more!

O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
just to trust his cleansing blood;
and in simple faith to plunge me
neath the healing, cleansing flood! [Refrain]

Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
just from sin and self to cease;
just from Jesus simply taking
life and rest, and joy and peace. [Refrain]



MESSAGE: Shift Happens – Lamentations 5:15-22
The joy of our hearts has ceased; our dancing has been turned to mourning.
16 The crown has fallen from our head; woe to us, for we have sinned!
17 Because of this our hearts are sick; because of these things our eyes have grown dim: 18 because of Mount Zion, which lies desolate; jackals prowl over it.

19 But you, O Lord, reign forever; your throne endures to all generations.
20 Why have you forgotten us completely? Why have you forsaken us these many days 21 Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored; renew our days as of old—
22 unless you have utterly rejected us and are angry with us beyond measure.

[image: image4.jpg]










    

                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (AAH-Hymnal-137) 
Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
Beneath His wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.

Refrain:
God will take care of you,
Through ev'ry day,
O’er all the way;
He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.

 Through days of toil when heart does fail,
God will take care of you;
When dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

All you may need He will provide,
God will take care of you;
Nothing you ask will be denied,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

 No matter what may be the test,
God will take care of you;
Lean, weary one, upon His breast,
God will take care of you. [Refrain]

Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Join for Coffee and Connections in the Connections Café sponsored by Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr.
MONDAY:  9/25
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  9/26
Wentz’s Choir Practice – 5:45pm
AA Living Sober – 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY: 9/27
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 9/28
Book Study (Weird Church) Time Out Sports Bar, Skippack-1pm

Book Study (Weird Church), Wentz’s Guild Room – 6:30pm

AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 9/29
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 9/30
LOOKING AHEAD:
October: 

Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
10/22-Family & Friends Day

November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Class after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentz@wentzsucc.org
Ongoing:

Offering: 9/17- $2,150.00 
If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























