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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, October 15th, 2023, 10am
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
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“Don’t be pushed around by the fears in your mind. Be led by the dreams in your heart”- Roy T. Bennett 
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 
Opening Hymn: No Not One (AAHH- 308) 
There's not a friend like the lowly Jesus–
No, not one! no, not one!
None else could heal all our soul's diseases–
No, not one! no, not one!

Refrain:
Jesus knows all about our struggles,
He will guide till the day is done;
There's not a friend like the lowly Jesus–
No, not one! no, not one!

No friend like Him is so high and holy–
No, not one! no, not one!
And yet no friend is so meek and lowly–
No, not one! no, not one! [Refrain]

There's not an hour that He is not near us –
No, not one! no, not one!
No night so dark but His love can cheer us–
No, not one! no, not one! [Refrain]

Was e'er a gift like the Savior given?
No, not one! no, not one!
Will He refuse us a home in heaven?
No, not one! no, not one! [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One:  Come, all you people, come and worship.

Many: God has made a covenant with us.

One: We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful.

Many: Show us your ways and teach us your paths.

One: We wait for you.

Many: Lead us in your paths of truth.


One: Do not remember our failures.

Many: Out of your merciful grace, forgive us.
One:  You are faithful, O God. Your love is steadfast.

Many: We lift up our souls to you and praise you always. 

We come to worship the Lord together!
Hebrew Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
O Lord, you are my God, I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done

wonderful things plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of 

foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.

4 For you have been a refuge to the poor a refuge to the needy in their distress, a 

shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the 

ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,

5  the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines 

strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 
covering that is spread over all nations;

8     he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears 

from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the Lord has spoken

9 It will be said on that day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that 

he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited;  let us be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation.”

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
2 I urge Euodia (EU-OH’-DI-A) and I urge Syntyche (SINTIKH-E) to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 
Passing the Peace of Christ
THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering: 
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: It is Well with My Soul (AAHH- 377)
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."

Refrain:
It is well (It is well) with my soul (With My Soul);
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain



MESSAGE: Are You Listening? – Mark 4:1-9
4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching, he said to them: 3 “Listen! A Sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on a path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “If you have ears to hear, then hear!”
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                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Lord, Speak to Me – (Worship & Rejoice 593)
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let me seek
your wandering children, lost, alone

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
the precious things which you impart;
and wing my words, that they may reach
the hidden depths of many a heart.

O fill me with your fullness, Lord,
until my heart shall overflow
in kindling thought and glowing word,
your love to tell, your praise to show.

Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Join for Coffee and Connections in the Connections Café sponsored by Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr.
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 10/8 - $2,074.00
Remaining: $5,294.00

MONDAY:  10/16
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  10/17
Wentz’s Choir Practice – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY: 10/18
Security Mtg-   6:00pm

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 10/19
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 10/20
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 10/21
Cookie Baking 9-1

LOOKING AHEAD:
October: 

Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
10/22-Family & Friends Day

10/29- 5th Sunday Youth Explosion

November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Class after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentz@wentzsucc.org
Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























