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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, October 22nd, 2023, 10am
Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost
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Family and friendships are two of the greatest facilitators of happiness” ~- John C. Maxwell
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Worship Notes:
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (AAHH- 371) 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain:
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission:
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One:  Today we recognize and celebrate the gift of Love through Family and Friends.

Many: As we gather together, Lord make us one.

One:   One in you, Christ, as you have called us together in unity.

Many: God bless and strengthen our families, friends, and loved ones, that we may exhibit the love you have taught through your son, Jesus the Christ.

One: Lord, your life and love shown on Calvary’s cross is the ultimate gift of love.

Many: Teach us today to forgive, to be patient as you are with us, and to serve       in humility and love

One:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Many:  Let us worship and celebrate God’s incredible love!

Hebrew Reading: Psalm 96:1-10
O sing to the Lord a new song;
    sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord; bless his name;
    tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
    his marvelous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
    he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
    but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Honor and majesty are before him;
    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
    bring an offering and come into his courts.
9 Worship the Lord in holy splendor;
    tremble before him, all the earth.

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!
    The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
    He will judge the peoples with equity.”

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.

ALL: Thanks be to God!

INVOCATION 
Special Music: Wentz’s Saxophone Trio

Spoken Word: Ms. Kaileigh Tinnin
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Special Music: Mrs. Linda Todd
Sacrament of Baptism:

Scripture Reading: Mark 10:13-16 
13 People were bringing children to him in order that he might touch them, and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not stop them, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

Affirmations of the Parents: (Torrey and Megan Wente)

One: Do you desire Nathan to be baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?

Parents: We do.

One: Will you, in time, encourage Nathan to discover the freedom of new life in Christ

and to know Jesus Christ as Lord, Friend, and Companion?

Parents: We will, with the help of God.

One: Will you, by word and example, demonstrate to Nathan your faith by doing your best to love God and to love other people, to follow in the ways of Jesus, to resist oppression, and, to seek grace, justice, and peace in the world?

Parents: We will, with the help of God.

One: Will you, as best you are able, seek to grow with Nathan in the Christian faith and

to be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ, celebrating the presence of Christ and

furthering the mission of Christ in the world?

Parents: We will, with the help of God.

Congregational Assent:
One: By the mystery of your death and resurrection, bathe this child in light, give him the new life of baptism and welcome him into your holy Church.

 ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

One: Through baptism and confirmation, give him grace and wisdom to become your faithful follower and a witness to your gospel.

One: Do you, the members of Wentz’s United Church of Christ who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to Nathan, about to be baptized, as he lives and grows in the Christ-Life?

All: We promise our love, support, and care.

Act of Baptism

Prayer of Dedication

Presentation of Baptismal Certificate

Sermonic Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus (AAHH- 431)
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer!

Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

MESSAGE: Family (His, Mine and Ours) – Ephesians 4:31-32, 5:1-2
31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2 and walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
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                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Blest Be the Tie that Binds – (Worship & Rejoice 393)
Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes,
each other's burdens bear;
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

From sorrow, toil, and pain,
and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE: We Are Family 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections 
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 
10/1- $2,632.00

10/8 - $2,074.00
10/15- $2,550.00

Remaining: $2,739.00

MONDAY:  10/23
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  10/24
Wentz’s Choir Practice – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 10/25
Finance Team Mtg-   6:30pm

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 10/26
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 10/27
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 10/28
Cookie Baking 9-1

LOOKING AHEAD:
October: 

Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
10/29- 5th Sunday Youth Explosion

November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Class after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentzs@wentzsucc.org
11/7- Election Day. Go Vote!
Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























