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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, October 8th, 2023, 10am
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
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As we lose ourselves in the service of others, we discover our own lives and our own happiness” Dieter F. Uchtdorf
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 
Opening Hymn: Lift Him Up (AAHH- 547) 
How to reach the masses, *men of ev'ry birth,
For an answer Jesus gave the key:
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
Will draw all men unto Me.”

Refrain:
Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),
Lift Him up, (Lift the precious Savior up),
Still He speaks from eternity:
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
Will draw all men unto Me.”

Oh! the world is hungry for the Living Bread,
Lift the Savior up for them to see;
Trust Him, and do not doubt the words that He said,
“I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain]
Don’t exalt the preacher, don’t exalt the pew,
Preach the Gospel simple, full and free;
Prove Him and you will find that promise is true,
“I’ll draw all men unto Me.” [Refrain]
Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
CALL TO WORSHIP 
	
	One:  O Lord, let our souls rise up to meet you.
Many: As the day rises to meet the sun.
One:   Sing to the Lord, whose mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.

Many: But how can we song the Lord’s song when so many are without?

One: Sing to the Lord, whose faithfulness renews us every morning.

Many: But how can we sing the Lord’s song when so many are gone?


One: Sing to the Lord, for it is he who has made us and not we ourselves

Many: But how can we sing the Lord’s song when we have forbidden so many from coming freely to the Lord’s house and table.
One:  Sing to the Lord, who has not forgotten our melodies of salvation.

Many:  Let us remember the joy of the Lord, and sing a new song together.




Hebrew Reading: Psalm 19:1-7
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God,
    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,
    and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words;
    their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice[b] goes out through all the earth
    and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens[c] he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens
    and its circuit to the end of them,
    and nothing is hid from its heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
    reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure,
    making wise the simple.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;[f]
this was the Lord’s doing,
    and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces its fruits. 
Reader: This is the word of God, to the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 
Passing the Peace of Christ 
THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering: (Brass Ensemble)
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Love Lifted Me (New Baptist Hymnal-385)
I was sinking deep in sin,
Far from the peaceful shore,
Very deeply stained within,
Sinking to rise no more;
But the Master of the sea
Heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me–
Now safe am I.

Refrain:
Love lifted me,
Love lifted me,
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me;
Love lifted me,
Love lifted me,
When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me.

All my heart to Him I give,
Ever to Him I'll cling,
In His blessed presence live,
Ever His praises sing.
Love so mighty and so true
Merits my soul's best songs;
Faithful, loving service, too,
To Him belongs. [Refrain]

Souls in danger, look above,
Jesus completely saves;
He will lift you by His love
Out of the angry waves.
He's the Master of the sea,
Billows His will obey;
He your Savior wants to be–
Be saved today. [Refrain]



MESSAGE: Bring the Flavor – Matthew 5:13-14
[image: image4.png]BRING =FLAVOR



 [image: image5.jpg]










    

                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Love Lifted Me (Worship & Rejoice Hymnal-668 )
Sing them over again to me,
wonderful words of life;
let me more of their beauty see,
wonderful words of life.
Words of life and beauty,
teach me faith and duty:

Refrain:
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Christ, the blessed One, gives to all
wonderful words of life;
sinner, list to the loving call,
wonderful words of life.
All so freely given,
wooing us to heaven: [Refrain]

Sweetly echo the gospel call,
wonderful words of life;
offer pardon and peace to all,
wonderful words of life.
Jesus, only Savior,
sanctify forever: [Refrain]
Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Join for Coffee and Connections in the Connections Café sponsored by Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr.
MONDAY:  10/9
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  10/10
No Music Rehearsals

Wentz’s Choir Practice – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY: 10/11
Elders Mtg-   6:00pm (In-Person)
Consistory – 7:00pm (In-Person)
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 10/12
Book and a Beverage 1pm @ Time Out Sports Bar, Skippack, Pa (Weird Church)

Book Study (Weird Church) 6:30pm- Wentz’s Guild Room

AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 10/13
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 10/14
LOOKING AHEAD:
October: 

Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
10/22-Family & Friends Day

10/29- 5th Sunday Youth Explosion

November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Class after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentz@wentzsucc.org
Ongoing:

Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 10/1 - $2,632.00

Net Budget: $7,368.00

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























