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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, October 29th, 2023, 10am
Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost
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“Don’t be pushed around by the fears in your mind. Be led by the dreams in your heart”- Roy T. Bennett
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Worship Notes:
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PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Since Jesus Came into My Heart (AAHH- 499) 
What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought
Since Jesus came into my heart!
I have light in my soul for which long I have sought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!

Refrain:
Since Jesus came into my heart,
Since Jesus came into my heart,
Floods of joy o'er my soul like the sea billows roll,
Since Jesus came into my heart.
 I have ceased from my wand'ring and going astray,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
And my sins which were many are all washed away,
Since Jesus came into my heart! [Refrain]

I shall go there to dwell in that city, I know,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
And I'm happy, so happy, as onward I go,
Since Jesus came into my heart! [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One: For you, O Lord, are my hope, 

People: My trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

One: Upon you I have leaned on from my birth; it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 

People: My praise is continually of you. 

One: My mouth is filled with your praise, and with your glory all day long. 

People: Do not cast me off in the time of old age; do not forsake me when my strength is spent. 

One: I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more. 

People: My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all day long.

One: I will come praising the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD, I will praise your righteousness, yours alone. 

People: O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 

Leader: So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me. 

All: I proclaim your might to all the generations to come.
Hebrew Reading: Psalm 1
1 Happy are those
    who do not follow the advice of the wicked
or take the path that sinners tread
    or sit in the seat of scoffers,
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and on his law they meditate day and night.
3 They are like trees
    planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
    and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.

4 The wicked are not so
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous,
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:34-40 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
INVOCATION 
Special Music
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: How Great Thou Art (AAHH- 148)
O Lord my God, When I, in awesome wonder, 
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made; 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Refrain:
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. [Refrain]
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on a Cross, my burdens gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. [Refrain]

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, 
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!"
Keep Calm and Carry On (They’re Only Shadows) – Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; 
3     he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths
    for his name’s sake.

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil,
for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy  shall follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
    my whole life long. 
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                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Like a Shepard Lead Us – (AAHH 424)
Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

We are Thine; do Thou befriend us,
Be the Guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Hear Thy children when they pray;
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Hear Thy children when they pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee;
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.

Prayers of the People
BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE: 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections 
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 
10/1- $2,632.00

10/8 - $2,074.00
10/15- $2,550.00

10/22- $2,377.00

Remaining: $362.00

MONDAY:  10/30
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  10/31
No Wentz’s Journey singers and musicians’ rehearsal – 5:45pm

No Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 11/1
Finance Team Mtg-   6:30pm

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 11/2
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 11/3
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 11/4
Elder’s Retreat

LOOKING AHEAD:
Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
10/29- 5th Sunday Youth Explosion

November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Conversation after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentzs@wentzsucc.org
11/7- Election Day. Go Vote!
Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























