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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, November 5th, 2023, 10am
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost
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“If you are silent about your pain, they’ll kill you and say you enjoyed it”- Zora Neale Hurston
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Worship Notes:
PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Down at the Cross (AAHH- 248) 
Down at the cross where my Savior died,
Down where for cleansing from sin I cried,
There to my heart was the blood applied;
Glory to his name!

Refrain:
Glory to his name,
Glory to his name;
There to my heart was the blood applied;
Glory to his name!

I am so wondrously saved from sin,
Jesus so sweetly abides within;
There at the cross where he took me in;
Glory to his name! [Refrain]
Oh, precious fountain that saves from sin,
I am so glad I have entered in;
There Jesus saves me and keeps me clean;
Glory to his name! [Refrain]

Come to this fountain so rich and sweet,
Cast thy poor soul at the Savior’s feet;
Plunge in today, and be made complete;
Glory to his name! [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One: Welcome, friends, to this holy day

Many: God has set this day before us.
One: Welcome, friends, to this time set apart.

Many: A time to remember those we love, and time to remember the holy promises of God.

One: God has set our lives before us.

Many: A span of years in which we love, and learn, and serve.
One: Welcome, friends, to this time of remembrance and joy

	
	Many: Let us worship God together.


Hebrew Reading: Joshua 3:7-17
7 The Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with Moses. 8 You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’ ” 9 Joshua then said to the Israelites, “Draw near and hear the words of the Lord your God.” 10 Joshua said, “By this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites,(GIRR’-GASH-IGHT) Amorites, and Jebusites: 11 the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 12 So now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, come to rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.”
14 When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people. 15 Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16 the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan (ZAR’-ETH-AN), while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea,  were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 23:1-12
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’s seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it, but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others, but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others, for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. 6 They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues 7 and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to have people call them rabbi. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers and sisters. 9 And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father, the one in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah.[b] 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.
INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior (AAHH- 435)
Pass me not, O gentle Savior,
Hear my humble cry,
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Refrain:
Savior, Savior,
Hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.

Let me at a throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief;
Kneeling there in deep contrition,
Help my unbelief. [Refrain]

Trusting only in Thy merit,
Would I seek Thy face;
Heal my wounded, broken spirit,
Save me by Thy grace. [Refrain]

Thou the Spring of all my comfort,
More than life to me,
Whom have I on earth beside Thee?
Whom in heav'n but Thee? [Refrain]

MESSAGE: Keep Calm and Carry on Pt2 (God Will Make a Way!) – Genesis 4:1-10
 Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have produced a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 Next she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.”
8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.”  And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen, your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground!
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                                                                                               RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: My Hope is Built – (Worship & Rejoice 405
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]

His oath, his covenant, his blood,
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]

Prayers of the People
Communion Hymn: Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross (AAHH-252) 
Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain;
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

Refrain:
In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the Bright and Morning Star
Shed His beams around me. [Refrain]

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever;
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river. [Refrain]
SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER:

Elder:  Jesus said:  I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in me shall never thirst.

People:  In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to know Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.
Elder:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also, with you.

Elder:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Elder:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

Elder:  We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 

People: From before time, you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Pastor Mike:

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
He commissioned us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth and to make disciples of all nations, and today his family in all the world is joining at his holy table

       All:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  Hosanna in the highest!
Words of Remembrance:

Then, the time came for him to complete His purpose upon the cross, the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Sharing of the Lords Table 

BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE: 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections 
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 
We outperformed our budget goal for the month of October: $890.00. Great Job Wentz’s!

10/29- $1,255.00

November Remaining: $10,000
MONDAY:  11/6
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  11/7
Journey singers and musicians’ rehearsal – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Flute Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 11/8
Elders Meeting – 6pm

Consistory Meeting – 7pm

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 11/9
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 11/10
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 11/11
LOOKING AHEAD:
Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
November:

11/5, 11/12 & 11/19 New Members Conversation after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentzs@wentzsucc.org
11/7- Election Day. Go Vote!
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Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























