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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, December 10th, 2023, 10am
Second Sunday of Advent
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“Do not let the behavior of others destroy your inner peace.”  Dalai Lama
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Worship Notes:
PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: The First Noel (W&R- 229) 
The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain]

 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT Candles 
Reader: “In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.”  Today we remember the shepherds, workers for the common good, steadfast watchmen isolated and alone, far from the warmth of home, doing the job no one wants.  And yet God saw them, valued them, and God declared the greatest news of all to them alone. 

People: Today we give thanks for the shepherds among us, back-breaking laborers on whom our economy stands, those we overlook or rarely see, yet rely on for our very survival, the ones who have much to teach us about watching for God in the darkness.

Reader 2: On this second Sunday in Advent, we light the second candle as a symbol of the shepherds, agents of the gospel and redeemers of the world. 


Music: 1st and 2nd stanzas of “Light the Advent Candle” 
Light the Advent candle one

Now the waiting has begun

We have started on our way

Time to think of Christmas day.

Refrain:

Candle, candle burning bright

Shining in the cold winter night

Candle, candle burning bright

Fill our hearts with Christmas light.
Light the Advent candle two

Think of humble shepherds who

Filled with wonder at the sight

Of the child on Christmas night. [Refrain]
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One:  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

Many: From his roots a Branch will bear much fruit.
One:  The Spirit of God will rest on him-

Many:  The Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
One:  The Spirit of counsel and of power.  

Many:  The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of God-
One:  And he will delight in the fear of God

many:  He will not judge by what he sees with his own eyes, 
One:  Or decide by what he hears with his ears;

Many:  But with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
One:  The wolf will live with the lamb.

Many:  The leopard will lie down with the goat, 
One:  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 

Many:  For the earth will be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea.
Apocrypha Hebrew Reading: Baruch 5:1-9
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,
    and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.
2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;
    put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting,
3 for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven,
4 for God will give you evermore the name,
    “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.”

5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;
    look toward the east,
and see your children gathered from west and east
    at the word of the Holy One,
    rejoicing that God has remembered them.
6 For they went out from you on foot,
    led away by their enemies,
but God will bring them back to you,
    carried in glory, as on a royal throne.
7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low
    and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,
    so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.
8 The woods and every fragrant tree
    have shaded Israel at God’s command.
9 For God will lead Israel with joy,
    in the light of his glory,
    with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

Epistle Reading: 1st Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober, 

7 for those who sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Go Tell It on The Mountain (AAHH 202) 
Refrain:
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. [Refrain]
The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain]

Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

*Hark! The herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world; “Glory to the new-born King,” Jesus, the Light of the world. 

Refrain: Walk in the light, beautiful light, come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. Shine all around us by day and by night, Jesus, the Light of the world.*
MESSAGE: The Work of Your Hand – Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
    and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
    you came down; the mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
    who works for those who wait for him.
5 You meet those who gladly do right,
    those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name
    or attempts to take hold of you,
for you have hidden your face from us
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;
    we are all the work of your hand.
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
    and do not remember iniquity forever.
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                                                                                           RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Lift Up Your Heads, O Might Gates – (Worship and Rejoice 176)
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates:

behold, the King of glory waits!
The King of kings is drawing near,
The Saviour of the world is here.

Redeemer, come! I open wide
my heart to you: here, Lord, abide!
Let me your inner presence feel:
your grace and love in me reveal.

So come, my Sovereign, enter in!
Let new and nobler life begin!
Your Holy Spirit guide us on,
until the glorious crown be won.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections 
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 

12/3- $2,515.00
December Remaining Budget Goal: $7.485.00
MONDAY:  12/11
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  12/12
Journey singers and musicians’ rehearsal – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 12/13
Consistory Monthly Meeting (In-Person)
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 12/14
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 12/15
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 12/16
LOOKING AHEAD:
December:

12/10-Final New Members Conversation after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentzs@wentzsucc.org
12/21 7pm “Longest Night Service” A time of reflection to acknowledge and sit with the grief some experience during this season.

12/25 7pm Christmas Eve Service

Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Communion Visitation Has Resumed: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























