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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, December 3rd, 2023, 10am
First Sunday of Advent
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“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”   Desmond Tutu
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Worship Notes:
PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (W&R- 154) 
O come, O come, Immanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to [Refrain]

O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go. [Refrain]
Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT Candles 
Reader: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined...For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Today we remember the prophets of old, who demanded to be heard, who dared to speak of a child to come, unexpected liberator of the people, vulnerable incarnation of the Holiest of Holies, a new name for God.

People: Today we give thanks for the prophets among us, who bring to us surprising new visions of hope, who challenge us to think outside the box, who show us a future we never anticipated.  

Reader 2:  On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of the prophets who renew our faith and remind us of what may be.  (Light one purple candle)
Music: 1st stanza of “Light the Advent Candle” 

Candle 1

Light the Advent candle one

Now the waiting has begun

We have started on our way

Time to think of Christmas day.

Chorus:

Candle, candle burning bright

Shining in the cold winter night

Candle, candle burning bright

Fill our hearts with Christmas light.
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One: The God of Israel said, “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.”

Many: A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord;
One: “Make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.

Many: “Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;
One: “The rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  

Many: “And the glory of God will be revealed, and all humanity together will see it.
One: “For the mouth of God has spoken.”

Many:  The sovereign God comes with power, and his arm rules for him.
One: His reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.

Many:  He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart. 
Hebrew Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
    and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
    you came down; the mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,
    no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
    who works for those who wait for him.
5 You meet those who gladly do right,
    those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
    because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name
    or attempts to take hold of you,
for you have hidden your face from us
    and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;
    we are all the work of your hand.
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
    and do not remember iniquity forever.
Epistle Reading: 1st Corinthians 1:3-9 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of[c] Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (W & R-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: My Hope is Built (AAHH- 375) 
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]
When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found:
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne. [Refrain]

MESSAGE: Contagion of Hope – Malachi 4:1-6 
4 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.

4 Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes, and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5 See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse. 
 
[image: image4.png]6’4«;1{?65’











    

                                                                                           RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Come, Thou Long-Expected King – (Worship and Rejoice 153)
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Prayers of the People
Communion Hymn: Near the Cross (W & R- 479) 

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain;
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

Refrain:
In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the Bright and Morning Star
Shed His beams around me. [Refrain]

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever;
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river. [Refrain]

Elder:  Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in me shall never thirst.

People:  In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to know Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.
Elder:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also, with you.

Elder:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Elder:  Let us give thanks to God.

People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was born of your servant Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know it.

We remember Christ's death, we celebrate Christ's resurrection, and, in the beloved community of your church, we await Christ's return at the end of history.

We take courage in the peace of your abiding presence, the Holy Spirit in our midst.

We offer you our praise for women and men of faith in every age who stand as witnesses to your love and justice.  With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all the company of heaven, we glorify you

       All:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  Hosanna in the highest!
Rev: Words of Remembrance and Sharing of the Lords Table

 We come to this table to remember how you became human through your son Jesus. Who on the night he was forsaken by some of His beloveds, shared food and wine with all those he loved.

There is one loaf, and we, who are many, are one body. We partake of the one loaf. From it we draw sustenance and life. The loaf connects us to the past, the present and the future. The loaf is the bread of the earth and the bread of heaven. Connecting us to the earth and sky and to each other.

The bread which we break is also our symbol of the body of Christ broken and given to us.

We also drink from the cup. It is the cup of life- sorrow and joy shared each of us in our heart and also shared by our Savior Jesus.

He took bread, the symbol of life, broke it and shared it with them saying this is my body broken for you.

And he took a cup of wine, symbol of celebration and joy, shared it with them saying this is my life poured out for you.

We come here to do the same.

Come, Fresh Wind. Come, Holy Spirit
Move over these symbols of life and celebration, 
Let this bread be nourishing to our spirits.  Let this wine quench our thirsty souls, let these symbols be your body and blood for us.

BENEDICTION: “At the Cross” (W & R 258)

At the cross, at the cross where
  I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
  And now I am happy all the day!

BENEDICTION: 
POSTLUDE: 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections 
Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 

11/26- $1,952.00

November Budget Goal Shortage: $2,312.00

MONDAY:  12/4
AA Group -- 6:30pm

MONDAY:  12/5
AA Group -- 6:30pm

TUESDAY:  12/6
Journey singers and musicians’ rehearsal – 5:45pm

Handbell Practice- 7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 12/7
Finance Committee – 6:30pm (Zoom)

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 12/8
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 12/9
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 12/10
LOOKING AHEAD:
Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
December:

12/10-Final New Members Conversation after morning worship. If you are desiring to become part of the Wentz’s Family, please contact the office or send an email to journeywithwentzs@wentzsucc.org
12/17- Congregational Meeting after Service

12/21 7pm “Longest Night Service” A time of reflection to acknowledge and sit with the grief some experience during this season.

Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
[image: image5.png]| (M!ms‘m i)




[image: image6.png]



Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























