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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. 

All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, January 21st, 2024, 10am

Fourth Sunday of Christmas
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“Turn your wounds into wisdom.” – Oprah Winfrey
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Worship Notes:
PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms (AAHH- 371) 
What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain:
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]
 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 3x
Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Everyone who serves God come and offer thanks.

Many: Thank you, God, for your love to me
One: Everyone who has gathered in this place, lift your hands and praise God

Many: Thank you, God, for your love in this place
One: Shout praises to God for you are God's servants, so shout praises.

Many: Thank you, God, for your love to others
One: All who serve in this place, who serve our God, come and shout praises.

Many: Thank you, God, for your love that we can share
One: Praise the name of our God who is kind and good.

Many: Thank you, God, for your love endures forever.
Hebrew Reading: 2nd Samuel 9: 1-6
David asked, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul to whom I may show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba (ZI-BA), and he was summoned to David. The king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” (ZI-BA) And he said, “At your service!” 3 The king said, “Is there anyone remaining of the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness of God?” Ziba (ZI-BA) said to the king, “There remains a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” Ziba (ZI-BA) said to the king, “He is in the house of Machir (MAKH-EER) son of Ammiel, (AM’-E-EL) at Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir son of Ammiel (AM’-E-EL), at Lo-debar. 6 Mephibosheth (MEF-IB-OSH-ETH) son of Jonathan son of Saul came to David and fell on his face and did obeisance. David said, “Mephibosheth!” (MEF-IB-OSH-ETH) He answered, “I am your servant.”
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good news of God 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea, for they were fishers. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: It is Well (Worship & Rejoice-428) 
 When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."

Refrain: 
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. [Refrain]

O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul. [Refrain] 3x
MESSAGE: Broken and Usable – 2nd Samuel 9:7-13
7 David said to him, “Do not be afraid, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan; I will restore to you all the land of your grandfather Saul, and you yourself shall eat at my table always.” 8 He did obeisance and said, “What is your servant, that you should look upon a dead dog such as I?” 9 Then the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. 10 You and your sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, so that your master’s grandson may have food to eat, but your master’s grandson Mephibosheth shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my lord the king commands his servant, so your servant will do.” Mephibosheth ate at David’s[a] table, like one of the king’s sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba’s house became Mephibosheth’s servants. 13 Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he always ate at the king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet.
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                                                                                           RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: You Servants of God – (Worship and Rejoice 112)
You servants of God, your Master proclaim,

and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name all-victorious of Jesus extol;
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.


God rules in the heights, almighty to save;
though hid from our sight, his presence we have;
the great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.

Then let us adore and give him his right,
all glory and power, all wisdom and might:
all honor and blessing, with angels above,

and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections is brought to you by the Sunday Kids in honor of June Wright

January Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 

1/14 $1,940.00
Remaining Budget Goal: $6,800.00

MONDAY:  01/22
AA Group- 6:30pm
TUESDAY:  01/23
Journey Singers and Musicians—5:45pm
Handbell Practice—7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 01/24
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 01/25
1pm (Timeout Sports Bar- Skippack) and 6:30pm (Wentz’s UCC): Book and a Beverage; Part 2 of “Weird Church
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 01/26
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 01/27
LOOKING AHEAD:
February:
02/13/24- Fastnacht Dinner
Communion Visitation: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























