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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. 

All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, January 7th, 2024, 10am

Second Sunday of Christmas
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“The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.” – Helen Keller
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Worship Notes:
PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: Revive Us Again (AAHH- 569) 
We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love,
for Jesus who died, and is now gone above.

Refrain:
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, hallelujah! Amen!
Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again.

We praise thee, O God, for thy Spirit of light
who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night. [Refrain]
Revive us again, fill each heart with thy love.
May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. [Refrain]

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,

Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,

Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One:  O sing to the Lord a new song for he has done marvelous things.

Many: The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
One:   He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness.

Many: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in joyous song and sing praises.
One:  Sing praises to the Lord with the harp and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the king, the Lord.

Many:  Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming!
Hebrew Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 4-11 
so, John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And the whole Judean region and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him. 11 And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

INVOCATION 
Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ 








THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
Announcements
Offering
Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)
Sermonic Hymn: Blessed Assurance (AAHH-508) 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect communion, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight.
Angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]

Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]
MESSAGE: 2024 Vision – Habakkuk 2:2-4
Then the Lord answered me and said:
Write the vision;
    make it plain on tablets,
    so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
    it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
    it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 Look at the proud!
    Their spirit is not right in them,
    but the righteous live by their faithfulness.
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RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: Be Thou My Vision – (Worship and Rejoice 502)
 Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art--
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

 Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
high King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.
 High King of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Communion Hymn: The Old Rugged Cross (AAHH- 244) 
 

 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;
and I love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.

Refrain:
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

 O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain]
To that old rugged cross I will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain]

 

 

Elder:  Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in me shall never thirst.

People:  In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to know Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.
Elder:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also, with you.

Elder:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Elder:  Let us give thanks to God.

People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.

 

 All:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  Hosanna in the highest!
 

Rev: Words of Remembrance and Sharing of the Lords Table
One:  We remember that Jesus took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it, to his disciples, saying take, eat this is my body which is given for you.

Many:  On the holy cross I see


Jesus’ hands nailed fast for me.


On the holy cross I see


Jesus’ feet nailed fast for me


Loving Jesus let me be


Still and quiet, close to you,

Learning all your love for me


Giving all my love to you!

One:  In the same way, after supper, he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them saying, Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many.

Many:  The cup is full of blood-red wine


Made from the crushing and the bruising of the grapes.


By the loss of life,


By the cutting down and the pressing,


The spirit is set free; Allowed to ferment, the Spirit is at work.

One:  Remember me,


Remember me, my crushing, my bruising


My three-day fermenting,


My rising…


This is the bread and wine that makes glad the hearts of all.

Many:  Christ has died:



Christ is risen:



Christ will come again.  Alleluia.

 

Serving God’s People

BENEDICTION: “At the Cross” (W & R 258)
 

At the cross, at the cross where
  I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,
  And now I am happy all the day!
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 
The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!
WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:

Coffee and Connections is brought to you by the Sunday Kids in honor of June Wright

January Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 

12/31 $7,950.00
MONDAY:  01/07
AA Group- 6:30pm
TUESDAY:  01/08
Journey Singers and Musicians—5:45pm
Handbell Practice—7pm

AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm
WEDNESDAY: 01/09
Consistory In Person—7pm

AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 01/10
1pm (Timeout Sports Bar- Skippack) and 6:30pm (Wentz’s UCC): Book and a Beverage; Part 2 of “Weird Church
AA Meeting – 7:30pm
FRIDAY: 01/11
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 7:30pm

Saturday: 01/12
LOOKING AHEAD:
Communion Visitation Resumes: If you or someone you know would like to receive communion at home or would like a visit from Rev or Elders in the home, please contact the office. office@wentzsucc.org
January:

01/11/24—1pm (Timeout Skippack) and 6:30pm (Wentz’s UCC): Book and a Beverage; Part 2 of “Weird Church”

01/15/24- MLK Day

01/19/24—12Noon-5pm
Red Cross Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
01/25/24—1pm (Timeout Skippack) and 6:30pm (Wentz’s UCC): Book and a Beverage; Part 2 of “Weird Church
February:

02/13/24- Fastnacht Dinner- 7pm

Ongoing:
If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!

Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!

Wentz’s UCC 

Open & Affirming Statement:

We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 

You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    
Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor

rev@wentzsucc.org
Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee

Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology

 
       
























