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We are an Inclusive Faith Community. 
All Are Welcomed and All Really Means ALL!

Sunday, February 18th, 2024, 10am
First Sunday of Lent
Third Sunday of Black History Month
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“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly.” Langston Hughes
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Worship Notes:












PRELUDE 

Greeting and Reply 

Opening Hymn: “Jesus Paid it All” (AAHH- 357) 

I hear the Savior say," Thy strength indeed is small,
Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in Me thine all in all."

Refrain:
Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Lord, now indeed I find
Thy pow'r and Thine alone,
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone. [Refrain]

And when, before the throne,
I stand in Him complete,
"Jesus died my soul to save,"
My lips shall still repeat. [Refrain] x2

Our Church’s Mission: 
Welcome all into a loving, inclusive faith community,
Seeking to live out the teachings of Jesus,
Building on our own rich history, actively exploring beliefs and assumptions, and Promoting justice, peace and spiritual growth.


CALL TO WORSHIP: 
One: We come this day hoping to encounter Christ.
Many: We come with burdens that need to be lifted and questions answered.

One:   We come looking for help;
Many: Where will help come from?

One:  Our help comes from the Lord who created the heavens and the earth:
Many: May our hearts be open to the Lord.

One:  Let our hearts rejoice in God’s kindness and love.
Many: May our hearts be healed and strengthened for service. Come let us worship God together.

Hebrew Reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
    sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
    for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
2 a day of darkness and gloom,
    a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains,
    a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
    nor will be again after them
    in ages to come.

Yet even now, says the Lord,
    return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13     rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord your God,
    for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,
    and relenting from punishment.
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent
    and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
    for the Lord your God?
15 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
    consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
16     gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
    assemble the aged;
gather the children,
    even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room
    and the bride her canopy.
17 Between the vestibule and the altar,
    let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,
    and do not make your heritage a mockery,
    a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
    ‘Where is their God?’ ”

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6: 1-6 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Reader: The word of God, for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

INVOCATION 

Worship & Praise through Music 

Passing the Peace of Christ

THE LORD'S PRAYER: (Singing) (Green Hymnal-740)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses (Debts), as we forgive those who trespass against us (Debtors). And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen

Announcements

Offering 

Doxology (Praise God from whom all blessings flow) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above the heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! (Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost)

Sermonic Hymn: “The Name of Jesus-Medley” (W&R-102, 108)

His name is wonderful
His name is wonderful
His name is wonderful
Jesus my Lord.
He is the mighty King
Master of everything
His name is wonderful
Jesus my Lord.

He's the Great Shepherd
The Rock of all ages
Almighty God is He
Bow down before Him
Love and adore Him
His name is wonderful
Jesus my Lord.  (2x)

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus
There's something about that name
Master savior Jesus
It's like the fragrance after rain
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus
Let Heaven and Earth proclaim
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away
There is something about that name (2x)

MESSAGE: By Faith and Not by Sight- 2nd Corinthians 5:1-7

For we know that, if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to be further clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3 for surely when we have been clothed in it we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan under our burden because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 The one who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a down payment.
6 So we are always confident, even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
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RESPONDING TO GOD'S WORD: “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee (W&R 420)
Jesus, the very thought of thee
with sweetness fills my breast;
but sweeter far thy face to see,
and in thy presence rest.
No voice can sing, no heart can frame,
nor can the  mind recall
a sweeter sound than thy blest name,
O Saviour of us all!
Jesus, our only joy be thou,
as thou our prize wilt be;
Jesus, be thou our glory now,
and through eternity.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 

The Three-Minute Suggestion: 
Please spend the first three minutes with someone who is relatively new to our church family, or new to you.  Get to know them like a friend might!  THEN take some time with longtime friends.  Thanks!


WORSHIP CONTINUES IN FELLOWSHIP:
Rescheduled Fasnacht (Potluck Lunch) immediately after Worship! 

Monthly Budget: $10,000.00

Weekly Giving: 

2/11/24: $2,159.00

Remaining February Budget: $5,146.00


MONDAY:  02/19
AA Group- 6:30pm
Rescheduled Pre-School Board Meeting- 7:00pm


TUESDAY:  02/20
Journey Singers and Musicians—5:45pm
Handbell Practice—7pm
AA Living Sober – 7:30pm
Woodwinds Rehearsal- 8pm

WEDNESDAY: 02/21
AA - 8pm

THURSDAY: 02/22
Book Study Group 1pm (Time Out Sports Bar, Skippack Pa) “Weird Church
Again at 6:30pm Wentz’s Church in the Guild Room
AA Meeting – 7:30pm

FRIDAY: 02/23
AA Meeting (Men’s) – 8pm

SATURDAY: 02/24

February:


02/21/24—7pm Lenten Service—Methacton Mennonite

02/22/24—1pm (Time Out Skippack) and 6:30pm (Wentz’s UCC): Book and a Beverage; Part 2 of “Weird Church”

02/28/24—7pm Lenten Service—Bethel Hill United Methodist

Ongoing:

If you would like to schedule time with Rev either in-person or zoom, please contact Mike via email to be placed on his calendar. office@wentzsucc.org Evenings appointments are available.

Bring a friend with you next Sunday!
Take them out to lunch!  Have a better day!













Wentz’s UCC 
Open & Affirming Statement:



We are Wentz’s United Church of Christ, an open and affirming congregation, where your identity and being are cherished. We respectfully welcome all without exception, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities, and family structures. Together we create an open and active community. Everyone is invited to walk with us in our journey. You are welcome here. Whomever, wherever, at all times. 
You. Are. Simply. Welcomed.
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Wentz’s United Church of Christ
3246 Skippack Pike Lansdale, Pa 19446
www.wentzsucc.org - office@wentzsucc.org
610-584-4855    


Rev. Dr. James L. Mills, Sr. – Senior Pastor
rev@wentzsucc.org

Ruth Geisel – Consistory President/Elder
Mike Todd- Deacon/Pastoral Assistant
Corey Taragna- Lead Trustee
Donna Mower – Guild President
June Wright- Organist
Laura McLennan and Jim O’Donnell- Music Dept
Matt MacDonald- Technology
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